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ON A 

VITRIFIED FORT 

IN THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 

BY THE REV. CAESAR OTWAY. 



Dear Sir, 



Read April 28, 1817. 
Leixlip, Jan. 10, 1817. 



I beg leave through your means to announce 
to the Royal Irish Academy, the existence of the remains of a Vitri- 
fied Fort in Ireland. 

And, as I have reason to presume, that this is the first and only 
account of a Fort of this construction in Ireland; I trust that the 
communication may not be thought unworthy of the attention of 
your learned society. 

The Vitrified Forts of Scotland, have occupied the attention of 
the antiquarian and geologist,, and much lias been written concern- 
ing the cause and mode of their construction. While some have 
given them a Volcanic, others with more reason have decided that 
they were of Human origin ; but it is still undecided whether the 
vitrification of their materials has depended on accident or design 
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In every instance, it appears that those forts are found on emi- 
nences of considerable elevation, that they are of a square form, 
that at present very indistinct vestiges of them remain, as in general 
an accumulation of soil is deposited over them, and a quantity of loose 
stones is heaped against their sides. From accurate investigation 
also, it is proved that their elevation could never have been more 
than breast high, they bear evident marks of vitrification through- 
out, but in some places it is more complete than in others ; in no 
instance however does the vitrification extend more than a foot or 
two from the foundation, and with the perfectly vitrified and cemented 
materials are always mixed stones that are only discoloured and 
wasted by the fire. In every respect the Irish Fort agrees with the 
Scotch, except that it is round instead of being square ; it is situ- 
ated in the county of Cavan, on the top of a lofty hill, called the 
hill of Shanthamom, three miles east by north of the town of 
Cavan ; this hill of Shanthamom rises above the surrounding hills 
of this very hilly country, and assumes the appearance of a moun- 
tain being covered with heath and bog. On its highest and central 
eminence is the Fort from which there is a noble view of a great 
part of the north west of Ireland, of Lough Erne, and of the 
lakes and waters connected with it. To a casual observer this fort 
would appear to be an almost obliterated Danish rath, (as those 
raths or forts are very common on the subjacent hills,) but upon 
closer inspection of the stones which lie adjacent, and upon raising 
the green sod which almost entirely covers the foundation, the stones 
appear as if they had all undergone the operation of Fire, masses 
are found vitrified and cemented together, and all the indubita- 
ble marks appear of what is called in Scotland a Vitrified 
Fort. 
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The diameter f of this very curious enclosure is about thirty-four 
yards ; on the north side, the marks of Fire arc much more evi- 
dent than elsewhere ; on the south-west side advantage seems to 
have been taken of the Rock having risen from the surface and 
forming a perpendicular and natural breastwork of about four feet 
in height, and no artificial means, by vitrification, or otherwise, 
seem to have been used to strengthen this part of the en- 
closure. 

Formerly I have reason to believe that the Remains of this 
Fort were much more considerable, for I have been given to 
understand, that Mr. Blackwood the Proprietor of the Hill and 
surrounding Lands, drew away a large quantity of the mate- 
rials in order to form a road on the east side of the Hill. I also 
know that the neighbouring Gentry have carried away quantities 
of the vitrified masses in order to form rock work and curi- 
ous materials for Artificial Grottoes. Indeed to this circum- 
stance I owe my knowledge of this Fort. For having seen .about 
ten years ago at the Rev. Mr. Brougham's, a Grotto formed of 
vitrified materials, and knowing that there was no Iron Furnace 
in the country, I conceived that those materials were of Volcanic 
origin, and after much enquiry, I ascertained and visited the place 
from whence they were taken. At that time being a very young 
man I knew nothing of the vitrified Forts of Scotland, and there- 
fore thought little of those remains, but having lately read Mr. 
M'Culloch's account of the Scotch Forts in the Geological 
Transactions, it struck me immediately, that this Fort in the 
County of Cavan was of the same nature, and therefore worthy 
of a closer investigation. Having therefore occasion to pass 
through the County Cavan last Summer, I took an opportunity 
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t>f going to the top of the Hill of Shanthamom, but was 
scarcely arrived at the summit when the day became so 
wet that I was prevented from an accurate examination of the 
Fort. To some other person then I leave it, who may be more for- 
tunate, as to time, and circumstance, to examine this Fort more 
minutely. Occupied with Parochial duties, I do not pretend to 
be a Geologist or an Antiquarian, nor shall I presume to offer a 
decided opinion as to the origin or use of this very ancient monu- 
ment. I shall only remark, that it is constructed on a spot where 
a trench could not be dug, nor a mound thrown up, without ex- 
treme difficulty, as the schistose rock comes immediately to the sur- 
face, that it is distant four miles from any place where lime could 
had to cement stones in the common way, and that there was 
abundance of wood and bog in the immediate vicinity to supply 
fuel for the purposes of vitrification. The ancient inhabitants hav- 
ing from experience, and from . the example of their Scottish an- 
cestors, ascertained the vitrifiable qualities of the adjacent rocks, 
they therefore adopted the readiest and- only means in their power 
to form the enclosure they wanted. Herewith I send a specimen of 
the stones as cemented together by vitrification, and also a piece 
of the rock of which the hill is composed. 

I have the honour to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

CESAR OTWAY, Clerk. 
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N. B. About three hundred yards from the fort, oh the north 
side of the hill, are five large stones placed erect, which are called 
by the country people, Fin M'Coul's Fingers, those stones are 
about five feet in height, would weigh about four tons each, and 
seem to me to be the remains of a Druidical circle. 



To the Rev. Doctor Sadleir. 



